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VHHA in Action 
 
Each day, VHHA actively works on behalf of its members, their employees, and Virginians to advance the 
interests of Virginia’s hospitals and health care systems. In the past week, these are some developments 
of interest to Virginia hospitals and health systems: 
 
VHHA Elects New Board of Directors Officers for 2025-2026 
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• During its annual Spring Meeting, the VHHA Board of Directors selected three experienced 
health care leaders from around the Commonwealth to serve as Board officers for the 2025-
2026 term. The Board unanimously elected Valley Health System President and CEO Mark 
Nantz as Chair, HCA Healthcare Capital Division President Dr. William Lunn as Vice Chair, and 
Riverside Health President and CEO Dr. Michael J. “Mike” Dacey as Secretary-Treasurer. Other 
Board of Directors officers include VCU Health Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 
Michael Elliott, who is the Immediate Past Board Chair, and VHHA President and CEO Sean T. 
Connaughton. VHHA Board officers are elected to 12-month terms. In addition to the Board 
officers, VHHA’s Executive Committee also includes Bon Secours Richmond Market President 
Mike Lutes, and Augusta Health President and CEO Mary N. Mannix, and Inova Fairfax Medical 
Campus President Dr. Steve Narang. Read more here. 

 
VHHA Hosts 2025 Virginia Healthcare Emergency Preparedness Summit 
 

• This week, VHHA and the VHHA Foundation hosted the 2025 Virginia Healthcare Emergency 
Preparedness Summit at The Westin-Richmond. “Today’s Challenges, Tomorrow’s Impact” was 
the theme for the in-person event, during which participants engaged with speakers, sponsors, 
and support organizations from across the Virginia health care community about opportunities 
to strengthen the Commonwealth’s preparedness for threats to the health care delivery system 
including severe weather, active aggressor incidents, crisis standards of care, and special 
pathogens response. Participants had the opportunity to earn EMT continuing education credits 
and up to five ACHE qualifying education hours toward initial certification or recertification of 
the Fellow of the American College of Healthcare Executives (FACHE) designation. View the 
Summit program brochure here and read more through this link. An event photo gallery can be 
viewed here. VHHA extends its gratitude to program participants and speakers, as well as the 
following sponsors whose support helps make this year’s event possible: Elite Industry Partner – 
Qualivis; Exhibiting Sponsors – Augusta Health, Centra Health, Chesapeake Regional Healthcare, 
Dominion Energy, Inova, Mary Washington Healthcare, McKesson, Med Sled/Ethos 
Preparedness, Motorola Solutions, Owens & Minor, Sentara Health, Valley Health, and VHHA 
Solutions; Supporting Sponsors – Aramsco, Jensen Hughes, Pulsara, and the Virginia Academy of 
Physician Assistants. 

 
VHHA Hosts Meeting of Payor Advisory Committee 
 

• This week, VHHA held a meeting of the Payor Advisory Committee. The Committee is a forum 
for hospital payor relations and revenue cycle leaders to discuss priority issues and ongoing 
payor-related challenges. Contact Craig Connors at cconnors@vhha.com to inquire about the 
committee. 

 
VHHA in the News 
 

• VHHA actively engages with the news media to share public messaging and coordinate member 
media appearances to showcase the important work done by Virginia hospitals. That work is 
reflected in recent coverage from WAVY, WCAV, and the Washington Examiner. 
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CMS Proposes IPPS, LTCH, IRF, IPF, SNF Payment Rules for 2026 
 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) recently issued a series of proposed payment rules 
for fiscal year (FY) 2026. The Medicare inpatient prospective payment system (IPPS) proposed rule 
would increase IPPS rates by a net 2.4 percent, reflecting a hospital market basket increase of 3.2 
percent as well as a productivity cut of 0.8 percent. The LTCH proposed rule would increase standard 
rate payments by 2.2 percent, which includes a 3.4 percent market basket update reduced by a 0.8 
percentage point productivity adjustment. The IRF proposed rule would increase payments by 2.6 
percent, which includes a 3.4 percent market basket update reduced by a 0.8 percentage point 
productivity adjustment. The IPF proposed rule would increase payment by a net 2.4 percent (or $70 
million), reflecting a proposed market-basket update of 3.2 percent minus a productivity adjustment of 
0.8 percentage points. And the SNF proposed rule would increase aggregate payments by 2.8 percent, 
which reflects a 3.0 percent market basket update, a 0.8 percentage point cut for productivity, and an 
increase of 0.6 percentage points for the market basket forecast error for FY 2024. June 10 is the public 
comment deadline. Included in the proposed rule is a request for information seeking public CMS, is 
including in the proposed rule a Request for Information seeking public input on approaches to 
streamline regulations and reduce burdens on those participating in the Medicare program. Comments 
may be submitted through this link.  
 
White House Issues Executive Order on Prescription Drug Prices 
 
This week, the White House issued an executive order focused on reducing prescription drug prices. The 
order directs the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to ensure grants to federally 
funded health centers are contingent on them offering insulin and injectable epinephrine at or below 
the discounted price paid by the health center grantee or sub-grantee under the 340B Prescription Drug 
Program to eligible patients. HHS is also tasked with evaluating and proposing regulations to ensure 
Medicare payments aren’t encouraging a shift in drug administration volume away from physician office 
settings to hospital outpatient departments; conducting an acquisition cost survey for covered 
outpatient drugs at hospital outpatient departments and proposing adjustments consistent with budget 
neutrality provisions; and developing rulemaking within 60 days for a new payment model for high-cost 
prescription drugs. 
 
Two VA Congress Members Co-Sign Letter Opposing Medicaid Cuts Sent to U.S. House GOP Leaders  
 
Two members of Congress from Virginia – U.S. Representatives Rob Wittman and Jen Kiggans – are 
among a dozen U.S. House Republicans who signed a letter sent to House GOP leaders opposing cuts to 
Medicaid. “We would like to reiterate our strong support for this program that ensures our constituents 
have reliable healthcare,” the letter reads, in part. “Balancing the federal budget must not come at the 
expense of those who depend on these benefits for their health and economic security.” Under the 
current budget negotiation process, a recently approved budget resolution includes provisions directing 
the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee with jurisdiction of Medicaid and other health care 
programs to cut at least $880 billion in spending over time. Slashing Medicaid funding at that level 
would negatively impact patients, families, access to care, and providers including hospitals, nursing 
homes, and other medical practices. Across, the U.S. about 80 million people access health care through 
Medicaid – that’s roughly 1 in 5 Americans. In Virginia, more than 1.9 million children and adults are on 
Medicaid. Read more here and here. 
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Registration Open for VHHA-IHI Open School Quality and Patient Safety Certificate Program 
  
Registration is now open for the latest cohort of the IHI Open School Certificate Program in Quality and 
Patient Safety offered by the VHHA Center for Healthcare Excellence. Since the first offering in 2021, 
hundreds of participants have completed the 13 required courses and have been recognized at the 
annual Virginia Patient Safety Summit. Now in its fourth year. Virginia health care professionals looking 
to gain quality and patient safety improvement knowledge are invited to register to join the IHI Open 
School courses to earn a certificate in quality and safety. Content is delivered through narrative, video, 
and interactive discussion. There are 13 core courses to earn Basic Quality and Safety Certificate (17.75 
CE credits available for the 13 courses) and more than 30 courses available in total for Continuing 
Education and Specialty Board Certification. The courses offer a dynamic learning environment for 
health care professionals of all levels and are available as self-paced online modules that are estimated 
to take 13-22 hours to complete. Those who register will be contacted by email before June 1, 2025, 
with instructions about how to log in. Participants will have access to all courses from June 1, 2025-May 
30, 2026. Those who complete the certificate by Jan. 31, 2026 will be recognized during the 2026 
Virginia Patient Safety Summit. The VHHA group rate cost to enroll is $199 ($399 without the group 
rate). Team members from Virginia rural hospitals participating in the Flex grant are encouraged to 
contact rpryor@vhha.com for pre-approval before registering. Questions can also be directed to 
kburnette@vhha.com. Register to participate through this link. 
 
CMS Asks Inpatient Psychiatric Facilities to Participate in Patient Assessment Instrument Beta Testing 
 
Ahead of a future requirement on submitting patient assessment data, the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) is asking inpatient psychiatric facilities (IPF) to voluntarily participate in a beta 
test of its IPF patient assessment instrument (PAI). The PAI is a new tool for reporting patient data. 
Beginning in 2028, IPFs will need to submit patient assessment data using the IPF-PAI to meet 
requirements of the CMS IPF Quality Reporting Program and receive full annual payment updates under 
the IPF prospective payment system. The beta testing process will occur this summer and fall. 
Participating IPFs are being sought from multiple regions across the nation. Questions about the 
development or testing of the IPF PAI can be sent to IPF-PAI_testing@abtglobal.com.  
 
Washington Seeks Deregulation Input Through Public Comment Period 
 
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is soliciting ideas for deregulation from across the nation 
through a 30-day public comment period. Those who submit comments are asked to identify rules to be 
rescinded and provide detailed reasons supporting those positions. The public comment period applies 
to all regulations currently in effect. Read more here and here. In related news, U.S. President Donald 
Trump has issued a pair of executive orders that pertain to reducing anti-competitive regulatory barriers 
and directing the repeal of unlawful regulations. 
 

Events 
 
Register for the 2025 Virginia Healthcare Workforce Summit, a Virtual Event on May 13 
 
VHHA’s 2025 Virginia Healthcare Workforce Summit will explore innovative strategies for hospitals to 
adapt their practices, focusing on developing, recruiting, retaining, and supporting team members in a 
rapidly changing workplace. Sessions will delve into engaging and retaining a multi-generational 
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workforce, building flexibility to meet evolving needs, fostering internal mobility and career 
development, and adopting cutting-edge models to address workforce challenges. Additional topics 
include advancing virtual nursing, leveraging artificial intelligence for workforce planning, and refocusing 
leadership approaches to empower teams. Register through this link. 
 
VHHA to Host April 30 Webinar Providing State Legislative and Budget Updates for Hospital Leaders 
 
The VHHA Government Affairs Team will host a webinar on April 30 at noon to provide a recap of the 
2025 Virginia General Assembly session, including a briefing on policy and budget developments of 
concern to Virginia hospitals and health systems. The session will also feature a preview of Virginia’s 
upcoming election cycle and a discussion of the evolving political landscape and how those changes 
could shape and impact health care policy. The webinar is open to all Virginia hospital and health system 
leaders. Register here. 
 
Register for May 6 Webinar from AblePay on Addressing Health Care Affordability Gap 
 
AblePay Health, a VHHA Solutions endorsed partner, is hosting a webinar on May 6 at noon focused on 
how providers across the nation are addressing the health care affordability gap for organizations and 
patients. This presentation will showcase how the AblePay solution can boost revenue while enhancing 
overall patient experience. Real-world provider case studies offer valuable insights into how this 
program positively transforms patient payment behavior. Register for the webinar here. 
 
Register for April 29 Webinar from ChartSpan on Discharge Management 
 
ChartSpan, a VHHA Solutions endorsed partner, is hosting a webinar on April 29 1 p.m. focused on how 
Advanced Primary Care Management discharge management works and impacts patient readmissions. 
Advanced Primary Care Management (APCM) brings new elements to care management, including 
discharge management, an APCM service component that takes the place of Transitional Care 
Management for APCM-enrolled patients. The webinar will cover topics including discharge 
management requirements, how it differs from Transitional Care Management, and starting to offer 
discharge services within APCM. By supporting patients when they leave the hospital or ER, discharge 
management can improve patient outcomes–but only when implemented correctly. Register for the 
webinar here. 
 

Podcast 
 
VHHA Patients Come First Podcast Features Sentara Health Kidney Transplant Patient, Donor 
Advocate 
 
This episode of VHHA’s Patients Come First podcast features Katisha Vertrees, a young woman from 
Norfolk, VA whose story of being diagnosed with lupus and renal failure, through finding a kidney donor, 
and transplant at Sentara Health, has captured media and public attention. She joins us to talk about 
her life, journey through illness and recovery, and a new project of hers to support people in need of 
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kidney transplants. Listen to the episode here and 
hear past episodes through this link. Podcast episodes 
are also available through these podcast apps and 
networks: Apple Podcast, Amazon Music, Spotify, 
Pandora, Stitcher, TuneIn, SoundCloud, Blubrry, iHeart 
Radio, Deezer, Podbay, Overcast, Pocket Casts, the 
Virginia Audio Collective, the Public Health Podcast 
Network, the World Podcast Network, and the Family 
Podcast Network. The podcast can also be heard on 
the radio airwaves – episodes air each Sunday at noon 
on 100.5 FM, 107.7 FM, 92.7 FM, and 820 AM across 
Central Virginia and 1650 AM in Hampton Roads, 
105.1 FM and 1050 AM in Lynchburg, and 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m. on 93.9 FM in Richmond. Send 
questions, comments, feedback, or guest suggestions 
to pcfpodcast@vhha.com. 
 

Around the State 
 
Roberta Tinch, MHA, FACHE, President of Inova Mount Vernon Hospital and Vice 
President and Administrator of Inova Musculoskeletal Services, has been selected as 
Alumnus of the Year by the VCU Department of Health Administration.  
 

Dr. Brian Josephs from the OB Hospitalist Group at the Sentara 
RMH Medical Center Family Birthplace, is the recipient of the 
17th annual Golden Stethoscope Award. The award recognizes outstanding physicians 
on the Sentara RMH Medical Staff who demonstrate excellence in patient care, 
customer service, communication, and teamwork. Read more here.  
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